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GOVERNING REGULATIONS

DA PAM 385-40 – Army Accident Investigations & Reporting

ER 385-1-99 – Accident Investigation & Reporting 

EM 385-1-1 – Safety and Health Requirements

AR 385-10 – The Army Safety Program

DoDI 6055.7 – Accident Investigation, Reporting, & Recordkeeping



A USACE accident is defined as an unplanned event, or series of events, which results in one or 
more of the following:

USACE ACCIDENT

OCCUPATIONAL ILLNESS TO 
USACE MILITARY OR CIVILIAN 

PERSONNEL

INJURY TO ON-DUTY USACE 
CIVILIAN PERSONNEL

INJURY TO USACE MILITARY 
PERSONNEL ON OR OFF-DUTY

INJURY TO VOLUNTEERS DAMAGE TO USACE PROPERTY DAMAGE TO PUBLIC OR PRIVATE 
PROPERTY OR INJURY TO PUBLIC

INJURY OR OH ILLNESS TO ON-
DUTY CONTRACTOR EMPLOYEES 

SUPERVISED BY USACE 
PERSONNEL

INJURY / OH TO ON-DUTY 
CONTRACTORS + WHERE 
REPORTING TO USACE IS 

CONTRACTUALLY REQUIRED.

INJURY OR DEATH TO MEMBERS 
OF THE PUBLIC WHO ARE 

RECREATING AT USACE-OWNED / 
OPERATED AREAS

Note:  Mishap is synonymous with accident.



ACCIDENT TYPES
REPORTABLE ACCIDENT 
All occurrences that cause injury, occupational illness, or property damage of any 
kind must be reported to the employee's supervisor and SOH office. 

RECORDABLE ACCIDENT 
Reportable accident that meets the minimum criteria stated in the regulation for 
aviation and ground Class A through E accidents. 

TAKEAWAY: All accidents are reportable, but not all 
accidents are recordable.

NEAR MISS
A potentially serious mishap or incident that could have resulted in personal injury, 
death, or property damage, damage to the environment or illness but did not occur 
due to one or more factors.



ACCIDENT CLASSIFICATION
CLASS DEFINITION – AN ARMY ACCIDENT IN WHICH:

A
1) The total cost of property damage of $2,500,000 or more; 
2) An Army aircraft is destroyed, missing or abandoned; 
3) An injury and/or occupational illness results in a fatality or permanent total disability.

B
1) The total cost of property damage of $600,000 or more, but less than $2,500,000; 
2) An injury and/or occupational illness that results in permanent partial disability; or
3) When 3 or more personnel are hospitalized as inpatients as the result of a single occurrence. 

C
1) The resulting total cost of property damage is $60,000 or more but less than $600,000; 
2) A nonfatal injury or occupational illness that causes 1 or more days away from work or training beyond the day or shift on 

which it occurred; or 
3) Disability at any time (that does not meet the definition of Class A or Class B and is a day(s)-away-from-work case). 

D

1) The resulting total cost of property damage is $25,000 or more but less than $60,000; 
2) A nonfatal injury or illness results in restricted work, transfer to another job, medical treatment greater than first aid, needle stick 

injuries, and cuts from sharps that are contaminated from another person’s blood or other potentially infectious material, medical 
removal under medical surveillance requirements of an OSHA standard, occupational hearing loss; or 

3) A work-related tuberculosis case.

E Total cost of property damage is $5,000 or more but less than $25,000. 

F
Aviation Only

1) The resulting total cost of property damage is $5,000 or more but less than $20,000. 
2) Recordable incidents are confined to aircraft turbine engine damage because of unavoidable internal or external foreign 

object damage, where that is the only damage (does not include installed aircraft auxiliary power units). 

Recordable 
Public Fatality

Results in the death of one or more members of the public who are recreating at USACE-owned or operated areas where CFR Title 
36, Chapter III, Part 327, "Parks, Forests, and Public Property" is applicable. These accidents are recordable and require a 
Accident Notification and an accident investigation report.

SIB

SIB



THREE REPORT TYPES ON ENG 3394



THREE REPORT TYPES ON ENG 3394



1. Near Miss:
Used for reporting and investigation 
a potentially serious  mishap 
or incident  that could 
have resulted in 
personal injury, death,
property damage, 
damage to the 
environment or 
illness but did not 
occur due to one 
or more factors.

Details of who was involved
Who was involved?

Detailed report of what happened
What happened?

Details of when the event occurred 

When did it happen?

Where did it happen?
Clear description of exact location where 
event occurred.

THREE REPORT TYPES ON ENG 3394

Note: Depending on potential seriousness of near miss a more in-depth investigation may be needed.  The 
assessment of WHY the near miss occurred can be conducted.



2. Initial Accident Report (IAR):
Used for reporting initial/ preliminary 
information.  Can be created 
and released as soon as 
reasonably possible, 
but no later than 
seven days after the
accident, in 
ENGLink for each 
recordable accident.

Details of who was involved
Who was involved?

Detailed report of what happened
What happened?

Details of when the event occurred 

When did it happen?

Where did it happen?
Clear description of exact location where 
event occurred.

THREE REPORT TYPES ON ENG 3394

Note: If the accident meets the USACE definition of a Class A or B accident, a IAR and ROSA will be  
automatically populated.



THREE REPORT TYPES ON ENG 3394
3. Final Accident Report (FAR):
Used for reporting all accident and 
investigation information.  
Can be created and released 
as soon as reasonably 
possible, but no later 
than 45 days after the 
accident in ENGLink.  This 
must be completed for all
recordable accident.

Note: If more time is needed to complete FAR the local safety office may extend the seven days and permit 
more as needed.  The IAR must be completed within seven days.

What corrective actions are 
needed to prevent reoccurrence?
Describe all steps taken or planned to prevent 
reoccurrence.

Who was involved?
Details of who was involved

What happened?
Detailed report of what happened

Why did it happen?
Determine the causal factors that led to event 
occurring.  

When did it happen?
Details of when the event occurred 

Where did it happen?
Clear description of exact location where event 
occurred.

Who

What

WhenWhere

Why



Required 
Notification 
Timeline



Class B

Class C

Class D

Accident Classes

Within 8 hrs.

Within 24 hrs.

Within 24 hrs.

Class A Within 8 hrs.

Initial Notification to 
GDA.

(By phone, email, or IAR.)

IAR entered in 
ENGLink and released.

Within 8 hrs.
(Release a ROSA)

Within 7 days

Within 7 days

Within 8 hrs.
(Release a ROSA)

Class E Within 24 hrs. Within 7 days

FAR entered in 
ENGLink and signed.

As soon as possible.   
Not to exceed 45 days

Near Miss

Other Reportable

Within 24 hrs.

Within 24 hrs.

As determined by 
local SOHO / MSC

As determined by 
local SOHO / MSC

As determined by 
local SOHO / MSC

As determined by 
local SOHO / MSC

As soon as possible.   
Not to exceed 45 days

As soon as possible.   
Not to exceed 45 days

As soon as possible.   
Not to exceed 45 days

As soon as possible.   
Not to exceed 45 days
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This area is where you will list all actions that will be taken to prevent 
reoccurrence.
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